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Weather: Mostly cloudy and
cool; afternoon shower or two. 

High: 55. Low: 41. Page A12

An unsanctioned CO-
VID-19 vaccination clinic in
western Connecticut was
shut down in February
after investigators discov-
ered an untrained state
representative was han-
dling and preparing vials of

vaccine.
The state Department of

Public Health also suspend-

ed Kent-based High Watch
Recovery Center, a drug
and alcohol rehabilitation
center that oversaw the
clinic, from holding any
new vaccination clinics
until it complied with state
regulations.

DPH investigators
showed up at Heritage 

Report: State closes COVID clinic
Surprise inspection in Southbury finds untrained
lawmaker preparing vaccine; Kent-based center suspended

Contributed photo 

State Rep. Jason Perillo,
R-Shelton.

By Dave Altimari
CTMIRROR.ORG

See Clinic on A4

Inside
1 Yale doctor launching
study on how vaccine can
help long-haul COVID symp-
toms. A12

As Connecticut nears 70
percent of its adult pop-
ulation who have received
at least one COVID-19
dose — a goal set for the

nation to reach by July —
the state for the first time
on Friday released a de-
tailed view of “break-
through” infections.

Of the 242 breakthrough

How vaccination efforts
have limited Connecticut
‘breakthrough’ cases
By Peter Yankowski

See Breakthrough on A4

Growing up in the Bronx in
the 1950s, summer’s arrival
signaled it was time for Jef-
frey Gurock to flee his fami-

ly’s broiling-hot apartment for their
cozy bungalow at Lake Waubeeka in
Connecticut.

The private lakeside community on
Danbury’s Moses Mountain offered all
the summertime pleasures a youngster
could want.

“We were campers without counsel-
ors,” Gurock said. “We were on our
own, everything was informal. You got
up in the morning and walked out
onto the road and you heard a ball
bouncing and that’s how the day start-
ed. You’d go down to the ballfield.”

Lake Waubeeka Archive / Contributed photos

An archival image shows men clearing the road to the Paul Street beach in the
Lake Waubeeka community in Danbury.

Courtesy of Andrews Stone 

Millie Stone, a Lake Waubeeka
resident, paints her house.

Lake Waubeeka
turns 70

New Yorkers create a summer getaway
at Danbury’s private lakeside community

Courtesy of Steven N. Frankel 

Lake Waubeeka in 2020.

By Robert Brum See Waubeeka on A7

DANBURY — The City Council on
Thursday night narrowly approved the
mayor’s proposed $267 million budget,
which would keep the tax rate flat for the
third year in a row.

Council members voted 11 to 10 along
party lines to pass the budget, with the
Republicans in favor and the Democrats
against. 

The vote came two days later than
planned due to a technical issue and after
several weeks of contention over the
school budget. 

The school board had asked for about $4
million more than the approved $146 mil-
lion education plan, which includes $137
million in city funds, an increase of $1.25
million from this fiscal year. The schools
would also use $5.1 million in federal
grants and a $3.5 million district surplus
from a prior year.

Democrats failed to pass an amendment

City OKs
$267M
budget, flat
tax rate 
Danbury Democrats fail to
increase education funding

By Julia Perkins

See Budget on A10

DANBURY — The state and a nonprofit
have closed on the nearly $4.63 million
purchase of the Super 8 Motel, paving the
way for it to be turned into a permanent
homeless shelter.

Mayor Joe Cavo said he believed the
state closed on the deal April 30.

“The last I hear, there were still some
issues with wiring of money,” Cavo told
City Council on Thursday night. “It’s all in
process right now if it hasn’t been com-
pleted by today, Thursday, I would expect
it’s going to be done within the next day or
so.”

The state provided federal funding to
Pacific House, a Stamford-based nonprof-

$4.63M deal
closes on
city motel
Danbury Super 8 will become
permanent homeless shelter

By Julia Perkins

See Motel on A10

NEW FAIRFIELD — In
line with the latest guid-
ance from the state, New
Fairfield schools no longer
will offer voluntary dis-
tance learning starting in
the fall.

Following the issuance of
the state’s interim remote
learning guidance last

week, New Fairfield’s
school board unanimously
voted Thursday night to
stop giving students the
option to learn off campus
after this academic year.

“The state Department of
Education and the governor
has stated that we do not
have to have remote learn-
ing and an opt-out form for
next year,” Superintendent

Pat Cosentino said, adding
that other school districts
have decided to follow the
state guidance.

“In a lot of our surround-
ing districts, the boards of
education are taking a vote
stating ... that it will not be
an option — you cannot opt
out of coming to school,” she
said.

Starting in the fall, school

districts will no longer be
legally mandated to provide
students with voluntary
daily access to remote learn-
ing, as had been required by
the state in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, ac-
cording to the state’s interim
guidance.

At its Thursday meeting,
the New Fairfield school
board authorized the super-

intendent to not only “take
such actions necessary” to
implement the change, but
to “take any emergent steps
necessary relating to re-
mote student programming
associated with the CO-
VID-19 pandemic or other
emergencies as may be
needed, subject to the
board’s subsequent approv-

H John Voorhees III / Hearst Conn. Media

Superintendent Pat
Cosentino

New Fairfield schools to halt distance learning
By Kendra Baker

See New Fairfield on A10



The News-Times | A7

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

He and his buddies would walk
down “Cardiac Hill” on Paul Street
to get to the beach for a day of
swimming or boating on the 36-
acre lake.

“Every house was unlocked;
you’d go in and out of people’s
homes,” he said of the early days.
“Let’s say you had a TV set in your
house, and you decided to go out to
the movies down in Danbury. You
could come home and your neigh-
bors might be sitting in your living
room watching your TV. No prob-
lem. That’s how things were.”

The Lake Waubeeka communi-
ty, founded in 1951, is marking its
70th year, and Gurock has been
there for every one of them. Gu-
rock, an author and historian
whose book “Lake Waubeeka: A
Community History” is due out on
May 17, hails from one of Lake
Waubeeka’s original families —
part of a group of Jewish firefight-
ers from New York City who pur-
chased the 600-acre parcel in 1950
for $90,000. They adopted the
name “Waubeeka," said to be an
indigenous term for “high water.”

“My father and his friends,
these were tough guys,” said Gu-
rock. “If you stepped out of line,
one of the firefighters would tell
you to step back into line.” 

Today, the enclave conceived as
a summer getaway from the big
city is now mostly home to year-
rounders.

Those early settlers had put
down $10 deposits that landed
them the chance to purchase a
bare bones, ranch-style, two-bed-
room bungalow with unfinished
walls and no central heating. Many
of those original homes have been
expanded, improved or replaced
over the years, with other custom-
built models springing up later.

Lake Waubeeka’s earliest dwell-
ings cost a few thousand dollars.
Nowadays, homes in the gated
community off Route 7 are priced
in the $300,000 range, with some
lakefront houses reaching
$400,000 or $500,000, according to
Julie Thompson of Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices New
England Properties.

Carole King’s street
Streets across Lake Waubeeka

bear the names of children from
those first families — including
Carol Street, named for the daugh-
ter of Sid Klein, one of the commu-
nity’s founding members. Carol
Klein would later change her name
on the way to becoming one of pop
music’s most renowned singer-
songwriters, Carole King.

“I say that she may have babysat
for me,” said Gurock with a laugh.
“It’s possible, but I didn’t know
Carol Klein. She was a teenager
when I was a baby.”

About a dozen families who
inherited homes from those first
Waubeekans still remain, Gurock
said. But the community in which
nearly all the original members
were Jewish, has become eth-
nically diverse.

‘Like paradise’
Lake Waubeeka continues to be

run by an 11-member volunteer

Board of Directors. Its current
president, Lois Yager, spends
weekends and summers there
while living in Middlebury full-

time. 
Yager and her family began

summering at Waubeeka in the
early 1970s, as renters before
building their own home. Typical
of the time, she, her sister and her
mother stayed for the entire sea-
son, with dad joining them on
weekends.

“It was like a paradise,” Yager
remembers. Mornings were spent
on the ballfield, basketball or ten-
nis courts, followed by afternoons
swimming and sailing on the lake.

“We would put on a musical
every summer,” she said. “Carole
King’s mother, Genie Gingold,
actually started directing and
producing some of them.”

Today’s Lake Waubeeka is more
age diverse, Yager says. Owners
range from new families just start-
ing out, to those in their 90s. Sum-
mer musicals have vanished with
fewer children around, and house-
holds are more likely to have both
parents working.

Gurock said through all the
changes, a climate of cooperation
continues — typified by the re-
sponse to Tropical Storm Isaias in
2020, when “in true Waubeekan
spirit, neighbors helped neigh-
bors” recover from damage and
power outages caused by the pow-
erful storm.

“I still think that a warm spirit
continues,” said Gurock. “I can’t
say everybody always got along,
but the fact of the matter is we felt
very comfortable. The friends that
I made growing up, I’m still friend-
ly with many of them.”

Contributed photo /Lake Waubeeka Archive 

Paul Street families in the Lake Waubeeka community in Danbury, circa the 1950s.

WAUBEEKA
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The Lake Waubeeka swim team in the 1960s.

Contributed photo /Lake Waubeeka Archive

The “Waubeeka project” was hatched in a Brooklyn firehouse by a
group of Jewish firefighters who would settle the community in
Danbury in 1951.

Courtesy of Andrews Stone 

An archival image of unplowed
Paul Street in Lake Waubeeka,
Danbury.

Lake Waubeeka: 
A timeline

1 Summer of 1951: First residents
move in.

1 Summer of 1954: Waubeekans
bond with the Danbury community
during Hurricane Carol, as the FDNY
brings pumps into town to drain the
floodwater.

1 September 1964: Forest fire on
the first night of Rosh Hashanah is
extinguished with help from Dan-
bury volunteer firefighters and Boy
Scouts. “We could have lost the
whole mountain that night,” Gurock
said.

1 1970s: Lake Waubeeka starts
becoming a year-round, and more
ethnically diverse community.

1 1990s: Much higher percentage
of residents are year-round.

Source: “Lake Waubeeka: A Commu-
nity History" by Jeffrey Gurock


